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History of Hazardous Material 
Tracking at LaRC
80s

Chemical Approval with a paper form 44
Time consuming…..

Lots of opportunity to hustle the system
Paper MSDSs
Paper inventories

Mid 90s
Web Based Chemical Material Tracking 
System (CMTS) 

Still paper inventory and paper MSDSs
Needs Assessment in 1994
Hand entered MSDSs

2000s
CMTS system upgraded
Greater storage needs
More user friendly
MSDSs required to be attached
User Guide and FAQs
Form 44 Coordinator added

“Pending Problem”



Chemical Material Tracking 
System 

The CMTS is administered by SAIC



Backbone of CMTS

Administered by SAIC as part of the 
Environmental Management Team

Server lives in the Emergency Operations Center
Backup in COD

SQL Server
Cold Fusion Web Applications

Takes webpages and dumps fields into database
Allows us to pull usage reports



What is CMTS?

The Chemical 
Material Tracking 
System 

106 inventories
200+ users
21,000+ MSDSs in 
the electronic library
45,000+ container 
IDs currently tracked

every chemical 
container has its 
own container ID 
number and CMTS 
record. 



Approval Process
Purchaser initiates electronic Form 44 
submitted via CMTS system
Form 44 Administrator

Checks MSDS attached 
Facility Safety Head 

from area where items will be used
Industrial Hygiene
Environmental Management Team
Safety Manager 



View of the LMS Process







Search Feature



Results From Search



Challenges we have faced
Getting all facilities to “play”
Contractor compliance

ROME Contract has done an excellent job
CMTS participation was written as a requirement in SOW

Home Depot and Lowes
Procurement checking Gov’t Credit Cards is helping a 
bunch in this area

Turnover in Facility Environmental Coordinator 
Position
Vendor samples
Modifying the CMTS System can be costly

It is a custom system……
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